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of money; his love of amassing, realizing, and
heaping. Those fiscal systems which most effec-
tually stripped the people of their metal were
those in which he most delighted. Every artifice,
every fiscal extortion, that has taken birth in
kingdoms the most luxurious, which, unfortunately,
in this as in other things, gave the fashion to
Europe, were by turns naturalized in his states.
Frederick II. was the more easily led to pursue
this purpose, because such was the situation of
some of his provinces that they were almost
necessarily a market for the products of Saxony,
Poland, &c., and thus the multiplicity and severity
of his duties were less rapidly destructive of the
revenue arising from the tolls. Besides that, his
nation, but little active, and still, perhaps, tainted
by that Germanic improvidence which neglects
or disdains to save, did not afford him any other
immediate resource than what might be found in
the royal treasury. He imagined the Prussians
were in need of being goaded by additions,
which, however, could only tend to slacken their
pace. He supposed they might be taught wis-
dom by monopolies j as if monopolies were net his idolatry21n-y before mentioned, wherehe word plebeian, and   this word is meant
